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President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada's administration is embroiled in a major drug-trafficking
scandal that threatens to implicate high-level government officials. As the magnitude of the scandal
has grown, the administration has found itself increasingly on the defensive and has begun to
question the role of the US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) in the incident. The "narcoplane
scandal" exploded on Sept. 15 in Lima when a cargo plane loaded with more than 4 tons of cocaine,
evidently en route to Mexico for possible distribution in the US, was intercepted.
The incident blew the lid off the major Bolivian drug-trafficking ring, whose tentacles reach into
high political circles. According to the DEA which operates in Bolivia it alerted Bolivian authorities
about the "narcoplane," and, when the Bolivians did not respond, informed authorities in Lima.
Peruvian officials then detained the plane and its crew and confiscated the cargo. The interception
led to the dismantling of the La Paz cartel, headed by Bolivian businessman Luis Amado Pacheco
Abraham. Pacheco was arrested in mid-October.
Officials say the cartel owned the four-ton shipment of cocaine confiscated in Lima, the largest
single shipment of Bolivian cocaine ever seized. Police showed reporters a credential identifying
Pacheco as head of strategic planning for the Unidad Civica Solidaridad (UCS). That party, which
is part of the ruling coalition, is headed by beer tycoon Max Fernandez. Fernandez denies knowing
Pacheco, who at one time served as an advisor to the congressional committee in charge of drug
enforcement. After his arrest, Pacheco tried to disqualify the judge assigned to the case by saying
they were "intimate friends" who had done business together, and pointed out that the judge had
defended Pacheco's father, who is now in jail on drug- trafficking charges. "I am surprised that
Judge Oblitas has not excused himself from this case in which I am involved," said Pacheco. "He has
known me since 1980 when he was the lawyer for my father, Alejandro Pacheco."
The latest revelations in the far-reaching scandal allege that Interior Minister Carlos Sanchez
Berzain defended known drug dealers in his law practice before becoming a cabinet officer. "These
people who have been arrested and charged with drug trafficking are among Cochabamba's most
distinguished citizens," said Sanchez Berzain on Oct. 21. "I have never represented them in matters
relating to drug trafficking." Sanchez Berzain's secretary, Maria Jesus Aldunate, has also been
arrested on charges of being linked to the drug gang. She is reportedly the girlfriend of one of
Bolivia's main traffickers, Luis Fernando Rivero. Rivero served as an advisor to the vice presidency
of the Senate between 1989 and 1992, according to a statement released by the Senate Sept. 30. He
was also identified as a member of the Accion Democratica Nationalista (ADN), which was part of
the ruling coalition in the previous administration headed by former President Jaime Paz Zamora.
Oscar Eid, the head of Paz Zamora's party the Movimiento de la Izquierda Revolucionario (MIR)
is now in jail awaiting trial for alleged links with cocaine traffickers. In addition, Sanchez Berzain
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announced the arrest in Santa Cruz of Col. Oscar Aquim, subcommander of the police in that city,
on charges relating to the narcoplane. About 100 people including anti-drug police, customs agents,
and airport officials have now been arrested in connection with the plane's seizure.
With Colombia's Cali cartel facing intense police persecution, drug traffickers in Bolivia have taken
on new importance and are increasingly infiltrating the government, Congress, and political parties.
The arrests and cartel infiltration in government have become major political issues in this country
of seven million that produces an estimated quarter of the world's cocaine. So far, Sanchez de
Lozada has backed Sanchez Berzain. After meeting with the president, Sanchez Berzain said, "The
president recommended that I dedicate myself to more important matters and not waste time."
However, on Oct. 22, a multiparty commission in the Chamber of Deputies began an investigation
into illegal cocaine trafficking connected to the narcoplane incident. The commission will hear
testimony from the secretary of social defense, Victor Hugo Canelas; the commander of the antinarcotic force Fuerza Especial de Lucha Contra el Narcotrafico (FELCN), Simon Sejas; and the head
of the police intelligence unit, Gonzalo Butron, according to Ernesto Machicao, former president of
the commission.
Meanwhile, although Bolivian officials and law enforcement officers are taking nearly all the heat
surrounding the narcoplane, legislators from all political sectors are also calling for an investigation
of the DEA's role in the incident. In fact, recent declarations in Miami by former Bolivian drug
dealer Miguel Angel Villavicencio greatly aggravated tensions with the DEA. Villavicencio, who
is now under DEA protection, has accused four-time president Victor Paz Estenssoro of having
received drug money in his last campaign in 1985. The statements by Villavicencio brought charges
from various political sectors in Bolivia that the DEA is protecting drug traffickers, and they accuse
the DEA of having instigated Villavicencio's declarations to cause political turmoil in the South
American country.
Deputy Juan del Granado, president of the Human Rights Commission of the Chamber of Deputies,
said he would call some DEA agents to testify before the commission. "It is clear that the DEA was
very involved in the departure of the plane with four tons of drugs and it was very involved in the
apparent lack of information given to the FELCN," said Del Granado. "We are concerned about
the narcoplane and about the evident ties between some politicians and drug trafficking. But we
are also troubled because the DEA wants to manipulate this incident." On Oct. 24, deputy Ramiro
Berrenechea charged that members of the commission investigating the case had received threats "if
they pursue the inquiries."
The opposition Partido Eje Pachacuti congressman said he had received threats that, if the
investigation went much further, members of the commission "might be found with a kilo of
cocaine in their house or car." Berrenechea's accusations came a day after Ernesto Machicao, then
president of the congressional commission, was named ambassador to South Korea. Opposition
deputies insist that the administration pressured Machicao to take the diplomatic post to remove
him from the inquiry, despite his vow "to carry the investigation to its conclusion, regardless of
who it implicates." Machicao was considered the commission's guarantee of impartiality since he
defended the commission's right to subpoena Sanchez Berzain to explain his ties to the two suspects
in the drug-trafficking case. (Sources: Associated Press, 09/30/95; Agence France-Presse, 09/14/95,
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09/23/95, 09/30/95, 10/03/95, 10/07/95, 10/10/95, 10/14/95, 10/16/95, 10/18/95; Inter Press Service,
10/18/95, 10/19/95; Reuter, 10/20/95, 10/21/95; Notimex, 10/14/95, 10/17/95, 10/21/95, 10/24/95)
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